
 

 

Family Solution Group: Overview of last 5 years  

 

Main reports 

What about me? 2020 

Language Matters Report 2022 

Child’s Right to Matter Report 2023 

New Protocol for Children’s Voices in Family Separation 2025 

Birmingham Family Hub Pilot report 2025 

The Role of Legal Professionals? (To come in 2026) 

 

Other activities undertaken by members of the Family Solutions 

Group 

• Setting up the Mediation and Domestic Abuse Network (MADA). 

 

• Engagement with young people, via UK Youth Parliament. 

 

• Consultation with schools. 

 

• Contributors to Parents Promise Education Pack for schools. 

 

• Produced Tom's Story to explain child-inclusive mediation to young people. 

 

• PSHE Lesson plans about family separation and children’s rights. The lesson 

plans are jointly approved by the Association of Citizenship teaching and 

the PSHE Association. They have just been reapproved in summer 2025 and 

https://www.familysolutionsgroup.co.uk/wp-admin/post.php?post=34&action=edit
https://www.familysolutionsgroup.co.uk/wp-admin/post.php?post=784&action=edit
https://www.familysolutionsgroup.co.uk/wp-admin/post.php?post=893&action=edit
https://www.familysolutionsgroup.co.uk/wp-admin/post.php?post=945&action=edit
https://www.familysolutionsgroup.co.uk/wp-admin/post.php?post=1020&action=edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NLI9k_fG9wI&t=5s


were also adapted for use in Wales with the support of Welsh Government. 

 

• Contributors to MoJ Earlier Resolution and FPRC Advisory Groups. 

 

• Gave oral evidence to the Justice Select Committee on earlier resolution of 

private law family arrangements (June 2023). 

 

• Contributors to Part 3 Pre-Application Protocols and President’s letter to 

parents. 

 

• Training events to promote reframed language, and ‘Language Matters’ 

report. 

 

• Established a charity: ‘Separated Parenting Programme Directory’ 

Launching Nov 2025. 

 

• Lobbied the Law Commission to undertake a scoping Paper on UNCRC 

incorporation, including presenting a paper on the matter at the Family Law 

Reform Now Conference (Birmingham, 2025). 

 

• Worked with Prof Gordon Harold to provide a simple summary of the 

research on the impact of Inter-Parental Conflict and Children. 

 

• Contributors to Annex F Guidance for Family Hubs – to include separating 

families 

 

• Engagement with family hubs: Anna Freud, Family Hubs Network, National 

Centre for Family Hubs, APPG for Family Hubs, Spurgeons, Manchester City 

Council. 

 

• Ran a 6 month ‘Family Solutions Drop-In’ pilot in two Birmingham family 

hubs, hosted by Spurgeons. 

 

• Delivering Training about options for post-separation support -  for Family 

Hub staff, Early help teams, developing training webinar for Local 

Government Authority tool kit for separating families. 

 

• Delivering training about options for post-separation support and new 

NCDR rules  – for Magistrates, Legal Advisors, family legal professionals. 

 



• Developing a new protocol for children’s voices to be heard within legal 

retainers by solicitors, outside of court. 

 

• Delivering training about Voice of the Child and Art 12 Rights to family law 

professionals. 

 

• Engagement with Support for Separating Families Alliances. 

 

• Gave conference papers to a Society for Legal Scholars' funded event at the 

University of Sunderland (September 2024). 

 

• Articles in Family Law Journals. 

 

• Meetings with Senior Judiciary, Ministers and Parliamentarians, civil servants 

within DfE, MoJ and DWP, and office of the Children’s Commissioner. 

 

• Submissions to Government Consultations, in each case as a voice for 

children of separated parents who are not in court; calling for ‘Family Aid’ to 

provide integrated early family support. 

 

• Highlighting the omission of child welfare considerations in Law 

Commission Scoping Report on Financial Remedies. 

 

• Widespread consultation about the role of the modern family lawyer – for 

report due 2026. 

 

• Public Events – Taking the Fight out of Family Separation hosted by Paddy 

O’Connell in 2022; Launch of A Child’s Right to Matter at Westminster in 

2023, What about me? 5 years on – in 2025. 

 

• Keynote lectures at Family Justice Council and Family Mediator Association 

conferences. 

 

• Delivered online webinar to family magistrates and conference papers to 

judges (Birmingham 2023) and local Family Justice Boards (Keele, 2024). 

 

• Given conference paper to the World Congress on Family Law and 

Children's Rights (Cambridge, 2025). 

For more information visit: www.familysolutionsgroup.co.uk 

 

http://www.familysolutionsgroup.co.uk/

