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CHILDREN'S

VOICES

IN FAMILY
SEPARATION

Information for parents and solicitors when a child/children/young
person/young people are to meet with a mediator when their parents are
working with solicitors.

Children will be seen by a mediator by agreement of both parents, their children
and the Mediator(s).

Children will be involved in the decision to attend the appointment and their
attendance is voluntary. In some circumstances there may be a follow-up
appointment with the child/children.

Parents agree not to pressurise, brief or ask searching questions of their children
prior to or immediately after their meeting with the CIM mediator. They agree that
they will listen to what their child has asked to be fed back to them and that they
will take the child’s view seriously in their decision making.

The content of the meeting between the child/children and the Mediator(s) is
confidential, subject to safety issues (see below).

The child/children will decide, with the Mediator(s), what information, if any, they

would like to be taken back to the adult mediation. They can likewise decide, with
the Mediator(s), what information, if any, they would like to be taken back without
any solicitor who is supporting their parents present.

No written documentation will be provided from or about the meeting with the
child/children. Feedback will be verbal and no permission to record the feedback
in any way will be permitted.

Signing this Parental Consent Form further confirms you understand that CIM is a
fully confidential process and cannot be referred to in any court case. The only
exception to confidentiality is where there are safety concerns (see below).
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In the situation where a solicitor attends the feedback session with a parent, the
solicitor must countersign this agreement to CIM, as confirming their
understanding that CIM is a confidential and legally privileged process.

Although mediation, including CIM, is a confidential process, the protection of
children overrides the principles of confidentiality and parental decision-making
and is an essential responsibility of mediators. This is therefore an exception to
confidentiality whenever a mediator is made aware that someone (particularly a
child) is at risk of harm. In such circumstances we have a duty to consider
contacting the appropriate authorities. This may be without your permission or
without reference to anyone else in the family, if there is a risk of immediate or
increased harm.

Mediators, who will be talking to children, do so under the FMC Code of Practice.

Name of child/children Date of Birth

We confirm that we are the parents of the above-named child(ren) and we consent to the
above-named child(ren) attending an appointment with:

Name of Mediator:

Name of Parent Signature of Parent Date signed
Name of Parent Signature of Parent Date signed
Name of Lawyer Signature of Lawyer Date signed
Name of Lawyer Signature of Lawyer Date signed
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